(Ar u , Y 


or THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


WILLIAM PITT, 


„ 
Is Tus HOUSE or COMMONS 


On Friday, November, the 1oth. 1797, 
4 = ON 
. SIR JOHN 'SINCL AIR'S 


Propoced Amendment to 


3 RELATIVE ro 
FE 3 THE NEGOCLATION, 
AT LISLE; 
As laid before the HOUSE, by 


HIS MAJESTY's COMMAND, 


LONDON: 


Printed for and fold by all the Bookſellers in Town and 


Country. 


797. 


THE ADDRESS OF " THE LORDS, 


3 
1 


2 


9 


— ADE, Git” 


* 
FFF 


* 


b SS a 


A 


F ˙ A ̃ ud! . ITT IT 


. 


4 


A . 7 . e 


- 
J : 
FR 
. j 
+ 
7 1 my 
ch 
* 
* 
' 
— 
. 
l 
- 
4 
— 
A * 
* 
P * 
# ” 
- 
F : 
Z 


>) A. Aa. Sk ts 


2 Dy =& ro 


*. 
2 28. 2 
— — — 


SIR JOHN SINCLAIR 
* moved an Amendment to the Addreſs of the Lerds, 


Mx. PIT I 
Made the following very eloquent and impreſive 


SPEECH. "6s 


* IV; 


« come to this Houſe with a firm 


perſuaſion, that there never exiſted an occaſion 


in which ſtronger hopes could be entertained, 


or ajuſter right could be founded for the unani- 


mity of the Houſe in concurring with the Addreſs 


which has been read, I own that I feel confider- 


able ſurpriſe at the ipecch of the Noble Lord, 


my relation, and much more at that delivered 


by the Honourable Baronet over againſt me, 
J cannot by any means agree with the Noble 


Lord in the ſtarements which he has made, but 
more particularly with thoſe in which he ob- 


ſerves, that things have been carried too. far, 
and that we have manifeſted too much con- 


deſcention for the Government of France. [_ 


cannot certainly ſubſcribe to any inference, 


which in the ſmalleſt degree implies, that we. 
have concluded the negociation, We have 


not concluded it—we carried it on to every 
poſſible length, conſiſtent with the independence 
and intereits of this country, and thoſe with 
whom we negociated have concluded it. But 
though we carried it on as far as we could, and 


though we fincerely lamet and deplore the 


event, we are far from ſuffering our ſentiments 
on that occaſion to lead us to the other line of 
conduct. recommended by the Hon. Baronet, 
and ſome other Gentlemen, We have the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt irreſiſtible cauſes for indig- 
nation, rather than humiliation, and we ſhould, 


indeed, be unworthy of poſſeſſing our deareſt 


rights, were we to bury our ſpirit and our feel- 
ings in many rebgnatipn, | 
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However 1 way lament the oppoſition which 


has been made to the Addreſs, I have too high 


an opinion of the honour and ſentiments oi this 
Houle not to believe, that if the Addreſs does 


not meet with the unanimous concurrence, it 


will, at leaſt, be ſanctioned by the general ap- . 


probation of the Houſe. 


« Before I enter into any particular points 
of the negotiation, let me firſt conſider whit is 
the nature of the amendment which has been 
propoſed. The prineipal ground of that amend- 
ment is to deplore the miſeries of war, on the 
conſideration, that all war is calamitous and pro- 
ductive of miſery. Do J object to that princi- 


ple in the latitude in which it is laid down? 


No, Sir; it is impoſſible I ſhould. But! object. 
to any inference that may be drawn from it, 
as directed againſt the exertions of this country 
to reſtore the bleiſings of peace. I object to 
it, becauſe the continuance of the calamities 
of war is owing to the conduct of the Executive 
Government of France, which has, by one 


continued and undeviating ſyſtem of trick, fraud, 


and ſtratagem, oppoſed the fair and koueſt buſi- 
neſs of candid negociation. It is to the frantic 
Government of France, that we are to attribute 
that black catalogue of human miſeries, of which 
a ſtate of warfare is ever productive. It is 
then ſufficient to lament with the Honourable 
Gentleman thoſe woes, the continuance of which 
can only be aſcribed to others? Is ic conſiſtent 
with the dignity, honour, and intereſts of a tree 


and independent nation, to deplore in a ſtrain 


of abject deſpondency, the evils originaly pro- 
1 and {till extended, by the fruntic rulers 
of the French nation? Ir would, indeed, be 
a wanton waſte of argument, to ſhew, that the 
miſeries inſaperable from war, are to be im- 
puted to them, and not to us. The papers 
which have been laid before you, on the con- 
duct of the Negociation, are in every perſon's 
hands, and Jet every man candidly determine 
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to whom the continuation of war is to be im- 
puted. Is there any man here prepared to deny, 


from the authentic documents which have bern 


ſubmitted to us, that the rupture of the Nego- 


ciation is to be attributed to the unwarrantable, 


exorbitant, and arrogant pretentions of the 
enemy; to the implacable ſpirit and rooted 
inveteracy of the Executive Government of 
France againſt this country; and to the baſe 


trick, paltry arts, and deceitful ſubterfuges of 
the men in power in that country? I ſhall, Sir, 
take the liberty of {tating the grounds on which 
] entertain this opinion, though | muſt, at the 


ſame time, freely confefs, that ſuch a meaſure 


is hardly neceſſary. Is it from the Honourable. 


Baronet that 1 can expect any thing by a pro- 
ceeding of that kind? From him, who makes 


his firſt charge againſt his Majeſty's Minitters 


for beginning the Negociation z who makes' his 
ſecond for their | perſiſting in it; who brings 
forward his third charge, on the ground that 
they have accuſed the French Government of 


infincerity, who have, according to his own. 


ſtatements, bcen guilty of infincerity from the 
beginning to the end of the Negociation. Let 
the conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters, dur- 
ing the courſe of the Negociation, be minutely 


inveſtigated : : +... let it be followed up in all its 


relations, and in all its conſequences ; . .. . let us 


probe it in all irs parts, and then let Gentlemen 


come forward and give their tree, decided, and 
manly opinion, with reſpect to the propriety of 


their proceedings in fulfilling the important 
duties attached to their fituation, in maintaining 


the dignity and honour of this country ; in 


keeping a ſteady eye on the true intereſt of the 


nation, and in their undeviating and unſhaken 
| exertions to reſtore the bleſſings of pacification, 
conſiſtent with the eſſential and ſolid claims of 
national honour, and national benefit. Ihis, 
Sir, 1 conceive to be the duty of the Houle; 
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and of * duty, I am confident a4 will ho- 


nourably acquit themſelves. *' 
„ The Honourable Baronet fears, that if 
we adopt the language of the Addreſs, we ſhall 


create and perpetuate a ſyſtem of horrid and. 


endless animoſity 'between the two countries. 
But I hold a 1 age directly contrary, If 
the Government of France, acting againſt the 
known and acknowledged intereſts of the peo- 


ple of France, as well as againſt the rights of 
this country, perſiſts in a ſyſtem of war the moſt 


horrible, not only that has been practiſed, but 


that has ever been conceived; a ſyſtem that 
has devaſtation for its immediate object, and 
annihilation for its ultimate iſſue; a ſyſtem the 


moſt hidous, terrific, and deſtructive that ever 
ſtained the page of hiſtory, or debaſed the 
records of the world : The Honourable Baronet 


does great injuſtice to the people of France; ta 
_ ſuppoſe that the continuance of ſuch a ſyſtem 


is a mode calculated to excite endleſs animoſity, 


and perpetual hatred between them and the 


people of this country. It would, indeed, be 


a ſad and melancholy conſideration, if we were 
to attribute the origin and proſecution of 
ſo deſtructive a warfare to any thing but to 


the preſent Government of France, which in 
its wild, boundleſs, and inſatiate ambition, and 


ferocity, deſolates the world. It is not, there- 


fore, againſt the people of France, that we are 
called upon to decide our ſentiments? Na, 


Sir, we do not expreſs a ſingle word againſt the 


people of France in the Addreſs, nor is there to 
be found in his Majeſty's Declaration one ſylla- 
ble that can in the leaſt tend to increaſe the 


animoſity, of which the Honourable Baronet is 
ſo apprehenfive, between both countries, which 
muſt one day be at peace, Gop "ag that 


that day may foon arrive! But, Sir, allow 
me to aſk, what is his Majeſty's language ?. His 
Majeſty ſays, (ſpeaking of the Rulers ww France) 
* While rais determination continues to pre- 
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vail, his Majeſty's earneſt wiſhes and endeavours 


to reſtore peace to his ſubjects muſt be fruit- 


leſs; but his ſentiments remain unaltered. He 
looks with anxious expectation to the moment 
when the Government of France may ſhew a 
diſpoſition and ſpirit in any degree correſpond- 

to his own. And he renews, even now, 


and before all Europe, the ſolemn declaration, 


that, in ſpite of repeated provocations, and at 


the very moment when his claims have been 


ſtrengthened and confirmed by that freſh ſuc- 


_ ceſs, which, by the bleſſing of Paovidence, 


has recently attended his armies he is yet ready 


- (if the calamities of war can now be cloſed) to 


conclude peace on the ſame moderate and equit- 


able principles and terms which he has before 


propoſed : The rejection of ſuch terms muſt 
now, more than ever, demonſtrate the implac- 


able animoſity, and inſatiable ambition of thoſe 


with whom he has to contend, and to them alone 
muſt the future conſequences of the prolongation 
of the war be aſcribed. 

“ Having thus appealed to his Majeſty” s de- 
claration, I wiſh to know what words, what 
terms can be found in the Engliſh language to 


expreſs more clearly, more. intelligibly, more 


ſtrongly, ſentiments directly contrary to thoſe 


which the Honourable Baronet has r de 1 


proper to impute to his Majeſty's Miniſters? 
I. think nothing can be more explicit, and more 
contradictory to the ideas which the Honour- 


able Baronet wiſhes to impreſs on the Houſe.— 
Nothing is exprefled againſt the people of 
France, it is againſt the rulers of the French peo- 


ple, that the words are directed. 
« I-now repeat, and I beg to ſay, that J ſtil 


agree with the ſentiments expreſſed in the De- 


claration, that repreſent his Majeſty's readineſs+ 
to conclude even wich that Government. peace 
on the ſame moderate and equitable principles 
which he had before propoſed, But while I 


refute the ſentiments of the Hon. Baronet, 
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which are, I muſt obſerve, completely refoted 
in his own ſpeech ; [»muſt now refer to thoſe 
entertained: by the Noble Lord, and many other, 
that we ought not to make peace on any con- 
ditions, with the preſent rulers of France. 
ſolemnly declare, that I entertain a very dif- 
| ferent opinion. It would be a conduct incon- 
fiſtent with ſound ſenſe, repugnant to the true 
principles of policy, and abſurd hypocriſy to 
deny it. I certainly do not heſitate to declare, 
char! I ſhould ſee with pleaſure, the termination of 
a Government which is founded in deluſion, is 
ſupported by the reſtleſs ſpirit of innovation, and 
aims at nothing ſhort of the utter deſtruction of 
every power that poſſeſſes the dignity and cou- 
rage to oppoſe its ravages, and the execution of 
its fatal projects. _ 

But. Sir, this is not the object of the war; and 


. 


IN have no difficulty in ſaying, if our courage, 


our perſeyerence, a juſt ſenſe of our moſt va- 
luable rights, and the greatneſs of our reſour- 
ces, may enable us to make peace with that 
country, on terms, that may keep us in a real 
ſtate of national honour and independence, that 
may not taint our credit and our dignity, and 
that may be thought perfectly confiſtent with 
our ſafety; be the form of that Government 
with which we treat, what it may; peace, I 
muſt contend, is on ſuch grounds, a defirable 
peace, and is to be ſought. But, without 
theſe terms, which are neceſſary to ſecure to 
us every thing which we have a right to poſ- 
ſeſs, every thing which we are bound to pre- 
ſerve inviolate, there is nothing which we 
ought not to riſk in a conteſt of ſuch extreme 
Importance. Without theſe terms, I will de- 
cidedly maintain, that peace would be in fact, 
a baſe ſurrender of our ſafety and independence 
as a nation, of our tranquillity and happineſs 
as individuals. It would be an abje& capitu- 
lation of every conſideration that conſtitutes 
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the bleſſings and comforts of ſociety in the mo: 
intereſting points of view. 8 


«* Theſe, Sir, are the ſentiments which 1 pro- 
ſeſs, and influenced by them 1 ſhape my con- 


duct between the oppoſite opinions of the no- 
ble Lord and the Hon. Baronet. The Hon. 


5 


Baronet ſays, that we commenced the negoci- 
ation without any proofs of fincerity on the 
| part of the French Government. I never be- 


ieved that the Government of France was 
ſincere ; but from the general and prevailing 


with growing out of the public opinion in 


France, and. which became predominant in that 
country in favour of peace, I did fee a gene- 
ral inclination that induced me to think the 
Executive Government would at length be 
compelled to act in union with the defire of 
the people. I was led to believe, that a fpirit 
of univetſal moderation, arifing and encreaſing 
in its effects every day, would ſucceed ih 
checking the frenzy of the Government; 
that the unruly violence of the Executive 
Power would be tempered by wholeſome mo- 
deration ; that inſatiable ambition would give 
way to toe dictates qf reaſon; and that even 
the frenzy of thoſe in power would be govern- 
ed by the preſſufe of neceſſity. Theſe, Sir, 


were the ſentiments which I entertained: And 
the conduct to which the Executive Govern- 


ment of France was driven in rhe courſe of the 


negociation. juſtified my opinion. lt withe& 


to throw upon us the odium of breaking it off. 


Even all the attempts and influence of the 
violent party in France were inſufficient to 


break it off, and they were obliged to intro- 
duce into and mix with the progreſs of the 
negociation the loweſt intrigues, and the moſt 
unwarranted ſubterfoges. They were reduced 
to the moſt abſurd and contemptible ſhifts, and 
were even ſunk ſo low 5 to treat with a cer- 
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tain degree of diſreſpect his majeſty's Plenips- 
tentiary. Yet, becauſe he ſtruggled againſt 


all theſe difficulties, with the laudible inten- 
tion of obtaining the great end of negociation, 


we are now blamed by the Honourable Baronet. 
We have, however, at laſt driven them to the 
acknowledgment of terms which they would 
not otherwiſe have diſcloſed, though the terms 
are altogether inadmiſſible. But if our object 
was to preſs France to know the conditions on 
which ſhe. might be willing to come to a paci- 
fication, and certainly that muſt have been an 
object of no inconſiderable magnitude, I muſt 


aſk, was there any one way ſo good and ſo 


efficacious as to ſpeak out ourſelves, and, by 


diſclofing our terms, require and call upon the 
Rulers of France to furniſh a counter- project, 


or at leaſt conditions by which we might be en- 


abled to form an idea of the extent of their 


views? We have done ſo, and a very material 


benefit has reſulted from that conduct. 
« We have ſhewn in the moſt ſatisfactory 


manner, to all Europe, that our advances have 


not been treated as they ſhould have been, on 


the part of the enemy ; and I ſhall be always 


glad that it will go fully before the country, 


and before every individual who has a ſtake in 


it. of whatever nature it may be, which is 
dear to him; whether we have not a&cd on 
the princples of honour and juſtice throughout 
the various ſtages of the negociation. The 


forbearance which we have diſplayed in meet- 


ing the arrogant demands of the enemy, and 
the exemplary ſpirit with which we have borne 
up againſt every obſtacle, againſt every diffi- 
culty that could be deviſed by the ingenuity 
of perfidious ſophiſtry, and which could. be 
executed by the crafty wiles of perſecuting 
animoſity, are beſt ſeen by referring to bis 
Majeſty's Papers which are now on the table. 


It is certainly N that the prior conduct of 
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the French Government had given ſufficient 
grounds to entertain ſtrong doubts of its fin- 
cerity; for Lord Malmesbury was diſmiſſed, not 
upon any difference ariſing out of the diſcuſſion 
of any article of the Treaty ; not upon the dif- 


puted ceſſion of any conqueit we had made 


from the Allies of France; not vpon any colo- 
nial conſiderations, or detached fubject, but 
becauſe he would rot consent to terms by 
which we were commanded to give np every 
thing which we had taken from the Allies of 
France, and were to get nothing ourſelves, 
Such, I am concerned to obſerve, has been the 
fate of the ſecond attempt to treat. Pp; 
It is true that his Majeſty, looking to the 
moderation and to the general difpofition for 
pacification which, as I bave already ſtated, 
prevailed in ſome parts of France, did once 
more determine to offer negociation, and did 
renew his lighted and rejected propoials. Hav- 
ing done ſo, it became evideat that the power 
did not exiſt in the French Government ab- 
ruptly to caſt off the negociation. But what 
were the firſt ſteps to which they had reeourſe? 
Their conduct on the outſet was to require 
wantonly and prepoſterously, that we ſhould 
ſubmit toa mode of negociation contrary to the 
uſual and recogniſed made of all the ſtates of 
Europe, contrary to the cuſtams ſanctioned by 
the eſtabliſhed laws of all dip.omatic procced- 
ings . , very contrary to the practice which they 


themſelves had purſued in terminating war with 
any of the Belligerent Powers in Europe, and 


above all, very contrary to the mode adopted 
by themſelves at the laſt attempt to negociate 
They. wiſhed for a definitive treaty, and what 
was the reply of his Majesty's Miniſters 2 That 
his Majeſty would turniſh his Plenipotentiary 
with full powers, drawn up in the uſual form, 


and adequate to include every caſe, Vet 


3 paſſport was granted contrary to the powers 
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: with which he was deſired to be inveſted; not 
I for the purpoſe of 2 preliminary. and definitive 
Ik treaty, but for a definitive and ſeparate treaty 
of peace only. Thus we, may ſee, in the firſt 
part of the tranſaction, how the vindictive and 
implacable ſpirit of the Government of France 
began to ſhew itſelf, His Majeſty obſerved, 
on the ſubject of a ſeparate peace, that his 
honour could not admit of any doubt to ſubſiſt 
2s to his intention of providing for what was due 
to the intereſts of his Ally, her Moſt Faithful 
Majeſty, the Queen of Portugal. He alſo 
agreed, that France ſhould treat for Holland 
and Spain, in ſuch a manner as might appear 
neceſſary for the re- eſtabliſnment of peace. tis 
Majeſty's conduct in this reſpect, allow me; Sir, 
to obſerve, was, unqueſtionably, an exemplary 
inſtance of moderation. Vet what was the 
l | reſult? The ſyſtem of violence was not ripe, 
. and the public ſpirit then predominant in France 
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in favour of peace, cauſed the offer to be ac- 
cepted tor Portugal, while the Directory were, 
on their part, to treat for Spain and Holland. 
This bufineſs was mutually agreed to, and the 
pledge was reſpectively taken. | 
Here I muſt entreat the attention of the 
Hovſe to the next circumſtance that happened. 
. « .When the firmneſs of his Majefty, his fineere 
deſire to terminate the horrors of war, and his 
1 uniform moderation overcame the violence, and 
i} diefested the-perfidious and deep laid deſigns of 
5 
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the Members of the Executive Government 
of France; they then had recourſe to another 


expeqdient, an expedient, not only the moſt | Je 
| | unjuſtifiable, but the moſt abſurd and ridicy= at 
{'''  _ lous that could be deviſed, They adverted in 
ö to the rupture of the former Negociation, "= fe 
14 it were to be imputed to him, as if it were a Y 
qi topic that was fir to be agitated ; and what 5 
if cannot be ſtigmatized too pointedly, this ſtrange e. 


and een, but malicious reference, was m 
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e ended by a perſonal imputation of his 
Majeſty's Ambaſſador, which certainly came 
with a peculiar bad grace, as in the ample field 
of talents which his Majeſty's dominions hap- 
pily furniſh, it would, indeed, be a difficult. 
taſk to ſelect a perion in every reſpect equally 
accompliſhed and calculated to promote the 
ſucceſs of the important undertaking with which. 
the Noble Lord has been entruſted. 

At length the conferences opened at Liſle, 
and the reſpective powers of the Plenipotentia- 
ries being exchanged, thoſe of Lord Malmſbury 
were complete and full by the Plenipotentia- 
ries of the Directory on the ſpot, and were af- 
terwards approved by the Government, though 
at a confiderable diſtance ſubſequent to that 
period they were objected to by the ſame Go- 
vernment. Yer notwithſtanding this ſolemn 
acknowledgement ok his Lordſhip's powers, 
what | am confident, Sir, never before hap- 
pencd in any diplomatic proceeding, took place 
in this ſtage of the buſine ſs: his Lordſhip diſ- 
patching couriers was objected to, though the 
ſame liberty was exerciſed by the Miniſters of 
the Directory; and what was ſtill more extra- 
ordinary, when the powers of the French Ple- 
nipotentiaries were examined, they were found 
limited on the face of them, and more confined 
than ours were at firſt, The Hon. Baionet 
appears to entertain doubts of the fincerity of 
theſe proceedings, yet his Majeſty's fincerity 
was plain and could not be miſtaken. He au- 
thorized his Ambaſſidor to deliver the firſt pro- 
ject, and we were entitled to expect that an 
anſwer to it would have been put into our hands 
in the courſe of 24 hours. This expectation 
ſeems to me to have been highly juſtified, and 
I ſtate my reaſons for it on two ſpecific grounds. 
Furſt, Sir, on the ground that the Directory 
eagerly inſiſted on a definitive treaty as a thort 
mode of concluding peace inſtead of any otucr, 
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out Europe, and what have we heard in En- 


that it was not fair, lincere, or juſt. 


bricated at ſecond-hand, to aſperſe the deſigns 
of bis Majeſty's Miniſters, and every under- 


which we propoſed, this is not the time, nor 
preciſely eoncluded. 

would have bcen our ultimate deciſion; but I 
ly intelligible ? Were they. not a fignal proof 


renounce? Did we not offer to renounce 
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wa as it is ated, did not a with 
the ardent deſire it had to re-eſtabliſh peace be- 
tween the two powers. And ſecondly, on the 
ficong ground, that we had nothing to aſk, and 
every thing to give; and it was incumbent on 


them to have aſked what ſacrifices we were to: 
make. But what, Sir, , was the projet pre- 


ſented by his .Majeſty's Ambaſſador ? Ihe moſt 
fatisfactory, the cleareſt, and what under e- 


very confideration was entitled, on the principles 
of candour, conceſſion, and juſtice, to have 
been treated at leaſt with reſpect. Yet what 
have we heard with refſpect to this projet ?— 
What has been induſtriouſly circulated through- 


land? Tranſlations from the moſt violent 
Papers of the French Directory have been pub- 
liſhed, repreſenting, in the groſſeſt manner, 


e Calumny of the moſt deſpicable kind was fa- 


mining effort was reforted to, for the purpoſe 
of prejudicing the public mind, againſt the 
candour with which it was undeniably drawn 
up. While we ſtated in our propoſals the ut- 
moſt extent of our views, we lett them open 
to modification. As to the nature of the terms 


are preſent circumſtances ſuch, that we can 
prudently decide on what grounds Peace 1s to be 


I do not, Sir, attempt now to argue Shay 
only argue, and put the queſtion—were not 
the terms contained in the project, delivered 


by Lord Malmſbury frank, clear, and perfect- 


of our ſincerity, and an unqueſtionable pledge 
of our moderation? What did we not offer to 


- 


objectionable. 


7 


Martinique, Tobago, St. Lucia. pond'cherry, 
the Factory of Chandernagore, the rights of 
Fiſhery on the coaſts of the Iſland of New- 


Foundland, and in the Gulph of St. Lawrence 


the Iflands of St. Pierre, and Miquelon? And 


here, Sir, let me intreat the Houſe to conſider 
for what were theſe renunciations to be made ? 


for nothing !—and ro whom? To a power 
which never met out fleets, but to add a new. 


triumph to our glorious catalogue of victories, 
and to ſwell the melancholy liſts of its own de- 


feats, and its repeated captures, to à power. 
Whoſe military exertions even by land, never 

met us ſingly, without gracing our proweis with 
new lawrels---to a power whoſe commerce is 


unheard of, whoſe navy is annihilated, whole 
manufactures are deftroyed, and whoſe credit 
has periſhed! Such was the ſitvatinn of the 
country to whom + theſe important conceons 
were offered. ; | | 

Spain next falls under our conſideration, 
and what were our claims on Spain? What pro- 


poſals did we make to a power which only en- 


tered into the war to tarniſh whatever glot/ the 
might have poſſeſſed, and to ſuccucnb, under 
indelible proofs of her diſgrace? We aſked 


Trinidad for that part of St. Domingo which is 


in our poſſeſſion. It is not my intention to en» 
ter into the juſtneſs of that demand, but in 
point of compenſation, it certainly could not be 


* With reſpect to Holland, we off:red to Fa; 


turn to the Dutch, every thing that was vas 


luable in point of commercial conſequence, and 
we only retained poſſeſſions that cou not be 
advantageous to them in a political view, bat 
which, if reſtored, ond yoni: ts! 
their new Ally, France, carey on and PUI= 


ſue, to the utmoſt extent, he 1 bjuga- 
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in the ſame quarter. Theſe, Sir. were the 
| rag” ſubjects of the projet, delivered by 
is Mateſt'ys Plenipotentiary. ; 
Can any man be ſo bold as to mantain: that 


moderation in terms ſo conciliating; and what 


muſt appear to candid minds fo fatisfaQory ? 


Was the war carried on ſo unſucceſsfully by 
us, as to induce us to make more ample Fra 


ceffions ? Look at the parties in the negocia- 


tions. Look at their reſpective means; look 


at their claims, and the juſt 5 of both 
his Majeſty's ſin- 


ſides! Were theſe proofs o 
cerity ſuch as not to be deemed worthy of the 
notice of the enemy? Were they not entitled 
at leaſt to an anſwer, or to a contre projet, more 


particularly as that was a meaſure which bad 


been agreed to before? No, Sir; no ſuch 
thing took place, Couriers were diſpatched by 
the Executive Government of France to Spain 


and Holland, under the ſhallow pretence of 


conſulting their Allies, but with the real defigh 
of carrying on the. farce. 
« But what was the next ftep in the nego- 


tiation ? The firſt attempt of the Directory to 


negociate cannot poſſibly eſcape onr obſerva- 
tion. They, who in the firſt inſtance, aſked, 
preſſed, and reiterated their ardent defire for 
a definitive peace, cautiouſly and ſtudiouſly 
delayed the conſideration of it; they led the 


conference to vague and ſecondary points. 


They infiſted that his Majeſty ſhould reſign the 
tte of King of ene. harmleſs feather at 
moſt, which his anceſtors had fo long worn on 


| their crown: They demanded a reſtitution 6f 


the ſhips taken at Toulon, or a compenſation, 


and renunciation of any mortgage which this 


country might poſſeſs on the Netherlands for 
the Loan guaranteed to the Emperor. The 
Hon. Baronet has alluded to this laſt point. 


It-ſo happens, however, that what the worthy 
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Baronet confidered as ſo important was of no 
importance at all. It ſhewed only the arrogant 


and ovebearing diſpoſition - of the enemy to 


dictate, to third parties in points with which 


they. themſelves have no conneCtion--- The 


French Plenipotetiaries were immediately in- 
formed that this country had no ſuch mortgage, 


that there could be no conceſſion where there 


was no claim, and that the point was not worth 
talking about. The next point which occurred 
is of a nature that it would be difficult to dwell 
upon. We were called upon to ſubſcribe as a 
preliminary that we were prepared to give up 
every thing we had acquired during the war. 
Need I argue the inadmiſſibility of ſuch a de- 


mand ? Need I, addreſs myſelf to any ſet of 
men to prove its diſgraceful. nature, its arro- 


gant pretenſion, or the infamy of according to 
it ? Can there be any man in this country to 


= Whom the argument would be neceffary ? Such 
- preliminary could not be admitted by any 
man who was not prepared to adore in proſtrate 


baſeneſs the idol of French power---who was 


not ready to proſtitute the dignity and the 
honour of his country at the feet of France---to 
ſubniit to the burthen of accumulating infamy, 
and of ſtill more degrading homage---of de- 
manda« (till more jgnominious---to cancel at once 
all the honours of the Britiſh name, and to 
overthrow the foundations of Britiſh greatneſs 


His Majeſty had no hefitation in refuling to com- 
ply with ſuch unwarrantable and inſolent de- 


mands. The French Directory, however, had 
not yet acquired, in their opinion, the power 


of adhering to all the extravagance of their 
demands, not to treat with indifference his Ma- 


jeſty's moderate propoſals. We ſaw the ſpirit 


as early as the 14th of July, and it was con- 


firmed on the 26th. His Majeſty's anſwer was 
received by the French Plenipotentiaries with 
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aſſurances indeed of pacific diſpoſition, but fol- 
lowed by no renewal on their part with terms 
of negociation. A long delay took place; at 
laſt, however, afſurances came from 'them a- 
gain of a pacific diſpoſition, but followed with 
this obſervation, „ that the delay of the An- 
ſwer was a proof that the Directory did really 
deſire to forward the great object of Peace; 
that much time muſt neceffarily be taken up 
in forming an anſwer, becauſe they were un- 
der the neceſſity of ſending to their allies an 
account of what paſſed, and that they were 
endeavouring to prevail on them to accede to 
Propoſals for putting an end to the calamities 8 


of war.“ S175 „ 
It is in this manner the Directory pretended 
to feel for their allies in this war, a war into 
which they brought theſe allies, who are now, 
let the French Directory affect to give them 
what importance they pleaſe in the negociation, 
in a ſtate of proſtration to the French, and have 
nothing to look for but lofſes and diſgrace.— 
The Directory then directed their Plenipoten- 
tiaries to inform Lord Malmeſbury that they 
had ſent to their Allies for their conſent to our 
ropoſals, and that they had obtained an an- 
ſwer, but not being a ſatisfactory anſwer, they 
were under the neceſſity of ſending to ſuch Al- 
lies another Meſſage. It was thus they endea- 
voured to conceal their infincerity. They con- 
tinued until the dreadful cataſtrophe of the 4th 
of Septemher. Until that violence appeared 
in Paris, and as late as ſome days after that 
event, they promiſed to produce their PROJET ; 
they could not, however, do ſo in leſs than four 
days. They were {till as pacific as formerly in 
their profeſſions. But after all theſe, and this laſt 
aſſurance, what was the firſt ſtep they took to 
go on with the negociation in the ſpirit of con- 
cillation as they profeſſed ? The firſt ſtep was to 
renew in a ſhape more offenſive than formerly, 
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the already rejected demand, which CRY 


"YM months before was made, and when made po- 
55 ſitively rejected by Lord Malmeſbury, in which 
115 rejection they acquieſced, and in the interval 
wn between the two, we had been patiently wait- 
tp ing for the propoſals that were to come from 
ly them, or at leaſt their anſwer to ours. This 
oF demand of theirs, thus renewed, was nothin 
vp | leſs than that Lord Malmeſbury ſhould ſhew. to 
und WE them, not only his powers, but alſo his inſtruc- 
n tions. They aſked, that if after they were in 
ders A poſſeſſion of his powers, they ſhould know what 
to vſe he was inſtructed to make of thoſe powers. 
ne? They aſked. from us an irrecoverable pledge, 
that we ſhould reſtore to them and to their Al- 

ded lies all we had gained, without knowing from 
mio them what they were afterwards to aſk further 
10> from us. As an inducement for Lord Malmeſbury 
hem to aſſent to this, they ſaid, that although this 
tion, demand was made of him, it would never be 
have required to carry it into effect, for that there 
e Was indeed great difference between knowing the 
1 


orten? extent of the powers of a Miniſter, and inſiſting 
they upon their exerciſe. 
0 Our And here I cannot help obſerving that the 


Honourable Baronet, who blames his Majeſty's 


they Miniſters for making any propoſals before we 
1 Al- were ſatisfied that the French would. alſo make 
ndea- theirs, can hardly cenſure us for not complying 
con- pith this laſt demand. Suppoſe I was Ambaſ\- 
e 4th dor for the French Directory, and the Ho- 
<A Wourable Baronet was Ambaſlador for Great 
r tha | 


Pritain, and I were to ſay to him, “ Will you 
Jive up all you have gained? It is only re- 
Queſted of you as a handiome thing as an Eng- 
Wihman to do, but no ungenerous uſe ſhall be 
pade of it.” If the Honourable Baronet were 
d conſent to theſe terms, would he afterwards 
xpect me as a French Ambaſſador, to ſay, 
Now you have acted handſomely, I, in my 
rn, will ſhew you that J can act as handſome- 
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ly as you, for I ſhall not retain what you have 
ſo generouſly given, I now return it to you?“ 
Why, Sir, ſhould not we be children and mere 


drivellers, if we were to expect ſach a return 
for ſuch a behaviour? And the French Go- 


vernment, whoſe talents it is the faſhion among 
ſome of us to exalt, would alſo be children and 
drivellers, if they thought that we ſhould have 
acceded to fuch a propoſal. But they are bound, 
it ſeems, by their Conſtitution and private Frea- 
ties, to inſiſt on the propoſition which they ſtated 
to us---that is to ſay, France muſt firſt eſtab- 


_ hh its own claims to honour and independence, 


and then fit in judgment on its own acts, and 


call that its honour and independence. If any 
man can really ſuppoſe it is polfible for this 


country, conſiſtently with its own honour, to 
accede to ſuch a propoſal, or that ſuch a Ne- 
gociation, thus commenced, 1s likely to lead to 
a good end in favour of this country, all I can 
ſay is, that with ſuch a man, I am unable to ar- 
gue. I leave others to imagine what was likely to 
have been the end of a Negociation, in which 
it was to have been ſettled as a preliminary, 
that you were to give up all that you have gain- 
ed; and when, on the fide of your enemy, not 
a word was ſaid what he had to propoſe after 
wards. They demand of your Ambaſſador to 
ſhew to them, not only all his powers, but alſo 
his inſtructions, before they explain a word of 
theirs; and they tell you to, that you are never 
to expect to hear what their powers, until 
you ſhall be ready to accede any thing which 
the Directory may think fit to dictate. 


certainly the ſubſtance of the thing; for they 
tell you, that they are to carry on the Nego- 
ciation from the inſtructions which their Pleni— 


otentiaries are to receive from time to time 


from the Directory. You are to have no power 
to inſtruct your Ambaſſador ;z you are to ſhew to 
the enemy at onee all you have in view, ane 
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they will only tell you from time to time, as 
to them ſhall ſeem meet, what demands they 
ſhall make. 

. It was thus it was attempred, on the part 
of the French, to coinmence the Negociation— 
In July, this demand was made to Lord Malmeſ- 
bury. He returned. for anſwer, that his pow- 
ers were ainple. In anſwer to this, they went 
no further than to ſay, that if he had no ſuch 
power, he ſhould ſend to England to obtain it. 
To which he replied, that he bad not, nor ſhould 
he have it if he ſent. In this they acquieſce, 
and attempt to amuſe us for two months. Ar 
the end of that time, for reaſons beſt know to 
the French Directory, the Plenipotentiaries 
ſay to Lord Malmeſbury, not what they ſaid 
before, ſend to England for power to accede to 
propoſals which you have already rejected; but, 
go to England yourſelf tor ſuch powers, in order 
to obtain Peace. 

„ Such was the way in which the proſpect of 
Peace was to be opened to you, and upon which 
all hopes of Peace were broken off. ] fay broken 
off, for the groſs attempt to deceive all Eu- 
rope, by the affectation of moderation, in or- 
dering the French Miniſters to remain at Liſle 
for ten daya, is really below comment. They 
ſay they expected an Ambaſſidor to return--- 
They knew 1t was impoſſible he ſhould, after they 
had ſtated as a fine qua non, that you ſhould 
throw yourſelves at thcir feet for mercy, before 
you knew what terms they ſhould be after wards 
in the humour to dictate, 

« The French Government, however they 
deſpiſe the intereſt, have felt enough to know 
the neceſſity of giving a colour of attention to 
the wiſhes of the people of France, elſe they 
would not have made ſo many affurances of a 
ſincere deſire for Peace. But, fortunately for 
this country, there is now no pretext left for 
them, as is manifeſt by the papers which are 
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the arrogance, violence, and duplicity, not of 
the French people. nor of the whole Govern- 


the power of it. That arrogance, that violence. 
and that duplicity, are manifeſted by their of- 
fering terms ſuch as it would be neither juſt, 
honourable, or ſafe, in this country, even to 
admit into the courſe of Negociation, becauſe 
they ought to be repelled and rejected the mo- 
ment they were propoſed. Your honour and 
independence required that you ſhould take 
that courſe, But it is proper for you to ſee 
at what your enemy is aiming. It is not a- 
gainſt your commerce; it is not againſt your 
wealth; it is not againſt your colonies in the 
Weſt, or territories in the Eaſt; nor is it againſt 
your maritime greatneſs, or the extent of your 
Empire. No it is the object of your enemy 


dation of your independence, the citadel of your 
happineſs your Conſtitution; that is the object 
ot their hoſtility. It is evident; they themſelves 
have declared it. They have ſaid, that your Go- 
vernment and theirs cannot ſubſiſt; - that one of 
them muſt be deſtroyed. 

* Should: they come among you, they will 
bring with their invading army, the great peſ- 
tilence to man---the Genius of French liber- 
ty, which contains in it every curſe to ſo— 
ciety, and would be the total ſubverſion of your 


malignant contraft, In the place of that beau- 
tiful fabric, will be a hideous monſter, that 
nothing can content but the annihilation of Bri- 


have rendered. you the moſt conſpicuous and 


to declare. ourſelves in a manner that would 
ſeem to deprecate the rage of the enemy ? Are 


now made oublic ; which exhibie- to the world 


ment of -France, but of others who form a part 
of that Government, and who now poſſeſs all 


to deſtroy tbe eſſence of your liberty, the foun- 


Conſtitution, with which it forms a fatal and 


tiſh liberty, and thoſe glorious principles which 


happy people in Europe. For theſe, are we 
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we under theſe circumſtances, afraid or aſhamed 
to declare in a firm, deciſive, manly tone, that 
we will defend ourſelves? Or are we to ſhun 
the truth, and forget the energy that belongs 
to Engliſhmen ? do not ſeruple for one to de- 


_ clare, that if I knew the conteſt was not likely 


to terminate in our favour, I would ſay, that 
the conteſt, with its worſt proſpect, would be 


better aki acquieſcence in theſe demands, ſince 


the chance is better than a certaipty of ruin. 
If therefore we. value property; if we value 
liberty ; if we valve law ; if we value national 
power; if we valve any thing that has con- 
tributed, or can attribute to our happineſs, or 
even to our ſafety, we will reſiſt theſe demands 
with indignation. It affects us all, from the 


higheſt to the loweſt. There 1s not one man, 


let his enjoyments be ever ſo great, or pro- 


perty fo confiderable, who ſhould not ſa- 


crifice any portion of it to oppoſe the violence 
of the enemy; nor one whoſe ſtock is ſo imall, 
that he ſhould not be ready to ſacrifice his Iife 

in the ſame cauſe. We owe it as a debt to 


poſterity as well as to ourſelves, to preferve 
our character in the page of hiſtory. We owe it 


as gratitude to PROVIDENCE, whoſe goodneſs 
has placed us ſo high in the ſcale of Nations, 


and cauſed us to be the admiration of Europe, 
with moſt of the Governments of which ours 
is a happy contraſt. I ſay gratitude to Pro- 


VIDENCE ought to inſpire us to make efforts 
in defence of che moſt valuable — which 
we ener. 

There may be danger, but on the one ſide 


hw; is danger accompanied by honour; on the 


other, the certainty of indelible diſgrace and 
ſhame; for it will prove the dereliction of 
principle, and a daſtardly fear which has never 
been attributed to you. Upon ſuch an alter- 
native, Engliſhmen cannot heſitate. I wiſh to 


diſguiſe no part of my ſentiments, nor the 
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xered, but my hopes are animated. 


Ihe means of our own ſafety are ſtill in our 
own. hands, and there never was a period in 
which we were more conſpicuous to the world 


than che preſent. Our reſgurces are ſtill very 


great ; our commerce is the envy of ſurrounding 


nations; the bleffings which we now enjoy furniſh 
vs with the means of continuing them; the pro- 
tection of ſuch bleſſings, I truſt, we ſhall never 
abandon; and I hope the Juſtre of the Engliſh 


character will ſhine forth and pre ſerve your fame 
as à nation. 1 ſay, I truſt you will never 


abandon your duty to yourſelves and to your 
poſterity, nor your gratitude to PRovIDENCE, in 
any extremity to which you may be driven, but 


that you will cheerfully enter into a pledge for 


the ſincere performance of your duty, by declar- 
mg that you prepared to maintain your character, 


and that you are determined to ſtand or fall 
by the laws, liberties, and bes of FO: 


country. 
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